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Happy Holidays!

DECEMBER 2021

May your world be filled with health and good cheer
this holiday season.

Home screening card
We have > 100 patients across 13 sites
R REDCap upgraded
accomplzshed a Working with families
Website updated & now includes french site
Abstract presented @ CAPS

l0t this yedr! Manuscript submission in progress
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Updates
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Progress on CBAR Dala

Home Stool Screening Program Patients per site

BC's Biliary_Atresia Home

scnabn ProCn FoR SLAR RESIA A lot of work has gone into ensuring patient

Screening_program is
leading the way.

To implement this program

in Ontario, funding via
Ontario's Newborn Screen
has been secured.

Parent Committee

We have been working with families & hope
to have some patient stories to share on
our website to help raise awareness.
Should you have any interested patients,

please contact the Nation

data is accurate and up to date in REDCap.
We currently have 109 patients enrolled.

Thank you to everyone who has helped
with data entry.
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We will look at how to better communicate,

advertise and help suppor

children with biliary atresia through

resources.

Website

Our website cbar.ca has b

Most the webpages are now also available

in French.

Retirements

We would like to thank Dr. Cameron & Dr.

Martin for their continued

them well in their retirement.

We will be recruiting new

t families of # records vs. Province
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een upgraded.

REDCap

REDCap has been upgraded with greater
security and new features. If you have
questions, contact Elena Guadagno.

efforts and wish

Steering

Committee members in 2022.

Abstract

Presented at the 2021 Annual meeting for N
The Canadian Association of Paediatric Surgeons (CAPS) @

Contemporary National Biliary Atresia Investigations and Outcomes: A report from the
Canadian Biliary Atresia Registry
G Eamer, RA Schreiber, S Emil, E Guadagno, D Briatico, BH Cameron and
the Canadian Biliary Atresia Registry

Purpose: Biliary atresia (BA) outcomes are improved for infants having Kasai Portoenterostomy (KP)
at younger age. Delays in preoperative investigations for infants with jaundice may contribute to
worse outcomes. Our study objective was to assess the effect of investigational studies on duration
between presentation and KP.

Methods: We analyzed prospectively collected Canadian Biliary Atresia Registry data, focusing on
preoperative investigations, duration between presentation and operation, and native liver survival
(NLS).

Results: Sixty-three patients had KP at 13 Canadian Children’s Hospitals from 2014-2020, at a
median age of 52d. Evaluation by a pediatric surgeon occurred at a median age of 41d (n=59), and KP
occurred at a median of 11d post-evaluation (Interquartile range [IQR] 8-17d). Liver biopsy, but not
HIDA or cholangiogram, was associated with longer time to KP (16.8d vs. 9.2d, p=0.01). Chi square
analysis of infants under/over 45 days of age at KP found no difference in rates of pre-operative
cholangiograms (p=0.16) or percutaneous biopsies (p=0.6), but fewer HIDA scans were done in older
infants (student’s t-test p=0.02). Many tests were non-diagnostic (Table 1). NLS at 6, 12 and 24-
months was 87% (n=54), 62% (n=50) and 55% (n=47) respectively. KP under 45d trended towards
better NLS at 6-months (95% vs. 82%, p=0.12) but not 12 or 24-months.

Conclusion: Preoperative liver biopsy is associated with delay in Kasai portoenterostomy. Many pre-
operative tests were non-diagnostic. An expeditious BA diagnostic algorithm, especially for infants
over 45 days of age at presentation, may decrease time to KP and improve NLS.

Working on manuscript submission for 2022.
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http://www.perinatalservicesbc.ca/Documents/Screening/BiliaryAtresia/StoolColourCard_English.pdf
http://www.perinatalservicesbc.ca/our-services/screening-programs/biliary-atresia-home-screening-program
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